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Thredbo Property Management Company leading the way with Smart Home Technologies 

• Environmental benefits for the Snowy Mountains 
• Smart technologies for Holiday Rental companies 
• Increased profitability for property owners 

 

THREDBO 24th March. Australian technology developer Genkan Pty Ltd today announced that it is 
working with Snowy Mountains property manager Discover Thredbo on technologies that deliver 
energy efficiency  and cost savings for property managers and environmental benefits for Thredbo in 
Australia’s Snowy Mountains.  

Glenn Smith, CEO of GENKAN, has used the first months of 2019 to test new technologies that will 
reduce energy costs, many of which are caused by the indiscriminate operation of heating and 
lighting in holiday rental properties in the ski resort.  

“Everyone is talking about rising energy costs and renewable energy, but few are promoting programs 
that actually reduce energy consumption” said Mr Smith. To bring greater attention to the issue we 
have created a Youtube ( https://youtu.be/AExv375eMMI ) to highlight the issues. 

“Fire Dreaming, my property in Thredbo, has a heating bill of approximately $2000 a week during the 
winter.  This year, I’ve been testing the latest technology to reduce that cost hopefully by up to 30%. 
It’s purely about clever intelligent management and definitely not about inhibiting the holiday 
experience for guests,” he said. 

A simple panel heater, Mr Smith explained, costs around 45 cents an hour to operate. “Do the 
maths,” he said. “If that appliance runs for 24 hours a day during the 100 days of the ski season, it 
runs up an electricity bill of about $1000. In slab floor heating is the same and our tests to date 
indicate that that with intelligent programming we can reduce this cost by 50%.” 

Since January, Discover Thredbo and GENKAN have undertaken research in two key areas. There has 
been solid testing and evaluation of a range of different smart home technologies, power points, light 
switches, thermostats, motion sensors, Google home as well as bridges and other smart home 
devices.  

“These are exciting developments in technology and GENKAN wants to use the best in our business of 
helping property managers across Australia,” Mr Smith said. 

Simultaneously, GENKAN programmers have been busy developing the API connection between 
Google Home and GENKAN. GENKAN will play the key role in this development, as it will be able to 
create intelligent schedules that control the smart devices to reduce operation costs revolving around 
property occupation and even weather events. 

The CEO is thrilled with the results of the testing and the programming. “Our development will 
increase efficiencies and reduce costs and our testing has shown that. It will enable property 
managers to be more specific in the operation of appliances and when they are made available to 
guests. We will put the control back into the hands of property managers.” 



He uses the panel heater as an example again. “With the smart power point fitted and intelligent 
GENKAN scheduling with Google Home as the intermediary, I expect to reduce the operating cost of 
this heater alone by 30% and Fire Dreaming’s heating bill by a similar amount.” 

More testing will take place during the 2019 winter in the Snowy Mountains. During this snow season, 
GENKAN will continue to refine the Google Home API interface. The partnership plans to launch the 
technology towards the end of the year in readiness for summer.  

Mr Smith observed about the new technologies, “What we know is that the needs and requirements 
of Smart Home technologies for residential and holiday rental uses are totally different. Residential 
home technologies are generally about ‘kitchy’ and techno functions such as having your air 
conditioning automatically turn on and off depending upon your location, or being able to open and 
close blinds from your mobile. Holiday Rental Management is mostly about cost reduction and 
controlling the wasteful use of energy at times when it’s just not required. Security and other 
elements of smart technologies are secondary. 

“What remains the same is the desire to reduce costs, reduce our footprint on the earth and help the 
environment, especially in sensitive areas such as our snowfields.  

“We will continue to help holiday rental property managers save time and with this new initiative save 
money for the property owner and in turn help save the planet.” 

About Genkan 

GENKAN is an Australian company delivering innovative property management software for holiday 
rental management companies around the globe.  

About Discover Thredbo 

Discover Thredbo is Thredbo’s largest individual manager of self-contained properties in Thredbo and 
have been in operation since 2001. The company pioneered accommodation for rent via the internet 
in the snowy mountains and leads the way in the presentation of our properties online at our various 
websites with the ability to check availability and pricing, book and pay. 

Resources 

YouTube https://youtu.be/2_W5FiWSiGI  
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